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Mr I'.liru I Ui iJail kept one of lime
large more to common in llouri.liin-- ;

Kuntry Iokiii Alicre ci try nrtido of
prwluce ii IxjurIiI from tlie farmcrt
roiiml nbout, niwl wlicrc crerjr linl of
pxxU uiuallr nccik-i- l in tlie count r)' !

Icpl for tile, lie oat n l,

ilircwd-ioolin-- ; man, ooincwlinl lurti
cil of fifty, mil liai J iu a tlinmoml nt a
IraJc. lie could bur I lie In-i- t of prv
dcico at tlie loorcit rlc, nm! ho could
icll lit . RUdioii-Lough- t gtxxls nt nlarui-ingl- jr

high price.
In fliort, lie ticicr failed lo make n

round profit nt bolli cndi of the bar-gni- u.

lie did not licoiUtc toocrlci
tlie boundi of liciicttr nlicn lie had n
f.iir cliancoi though ho ntwnys did it
in tuch ft mnnncr Ihat hit old ndnge,

"A bargain 1 n bargain," would rafel

thield him.
" I.rinnn," naM he lo his on one day,

n joung man omo twentj- - years of age,
and nlmoit the counlcrjinrt of hi fath-

er, t.ivc that he nhonrcd more recVlcis-iic-

of deposition, " did you make n

trade with farmer Jones 'C
' Yes."
' What did you charge him for that

ugar and tea?"
" Ninepence for the sugar, and half

a dollar for the tea. Made him believe
'twas extra nice, you sec"

"Thnts right. And what did you
cluirge him for the coffee i" '

'Ah, there I hml him I I made the
old man believe 'twni extra old Ja.n
charged him fifteen cents."

" l'rctty good, my son, only you
might have put on the. half cent. You
pee you can male n great point out of
that. hen you come the half cents
over litem they think you are shaving
closer down to cost.

" Hut you did well, Lyman. Now
what did you allow Jones for his beans?"

" Seven nn sixpcucc.
" 0, you should'ut have done that.

A dollar, or a dollar an' ninccnco would
have Iwcn enough."

" Hut thoy were nice ones, father,
carefully picked nnd clean."

" l ou should hare made him believe
they were poorer."

" llul how i"
"Why when you found the old man

had benns lo exchangu for his goodi.
you should hnc taken n handful of
iioorcr ones from one of our barrels,
mid watched your opportunity to lentter
them over the top of his.

" Do you understand ?'
" Yes I see now, father."
"That's right. Vo must lire nnd

thrive ; and he who makes the roost,
comes out the best nt the end. Always
take ndvantnge of a customer when you
can, hut be careful nud keep tho bright
side out."

This was the way the father taught
his son, and how his sou profited by it

the sequel will show.
u ly the way, Lyman," continued

the old muti, " I have discovered who It

is that has been robbing my money
drawer."

" Ah 1" uttered the son, turning nt
that moment lo arrange a picco of cali-

co which didn't need any fixing nt all ;

" nnd w ho is it t"
" Wilton Cunningham."
" I shouldn't wonder in the IcnsL I

iicrcr liked the fellow, nnd I have often
wondered what tnado you keep aim."

u I wouldn't hare kept him, only that
he Is such a remarkably smart book'

keeper, and such a beautiful writer, too.

lie aint fit to trade.
"Xoi you can never make him be- -

lievo it s right to druo a snug trade.
Hut how diil you manage lo detect hlra?"

" III fell you," returned the old man.
" Last week 1 took jiartlcuUr notice of
some silver dollars that were In the
money-drawe- r, and determined lo set a
trap for the thief, I took four of the
pieces and crossed them tcry carefully,
nnd in such a manner that one cot ac
quainted with the secret would not be
likely to notice it. Then I put them
back Into the drawer. Next morning
one of tlicm was gone ; and as all our
trade the dy before had been barter or
credit, I knew that It could not hare
been giscn In change. Of course tuy
suspicions fell upon Wilton, and I at
once began to look about lo see where
he liaj spent money, and found thai he
had iald Sir Willey for his mother's

renL I went lo Mr Willey and aled
lo tee the money Wilton had paid him,

and I found my erotttj JiJhtr among it--
It'

as plain as dj light.
" Certainly it Is," said Lyman.
" There can be no doubt about it,"

added the old man, In m confident tone,
and thoil with a sarraitie sneer, he taij,
"His emin- - hom-it- is all the result
of fear. lie dares not nuke a bold

trad, but h can ileal in the dark,
lltOMOgh."
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dll, "I hate discos crrd who it it that
has been for so long a time robbing my
nioney-dmwcr-

Ahr
'Yes, sir, 1 hue trapped him, and

jou may judge of my surpri; upon
finding it to be none other than i ilton
Cunningham.

' I)o jou menu mcr utlcn.il the
young man, stepping down from his
stool, nnd loldly facing hit accuocr.

" Of course I do, and I hate proof
of w hat 1 say."

" No man, Mr Itandall, enn produrc
a proof of dishonesty in me."

" Not quite so fast, sir. Did you not
pay lo Mr Willey (lie rent for the house
your mother occupies ?"

" I did, sir."
"And did you gic him this dollar?"

nskeil Mr Knndnll, producing the dollar
he hnd crossed.

" I might have done it, tir, for I pnid
him several silver dollars."

" Ay," returned the old man, with a
sort of triumphant look, " und (lint dol-

lar was stolen from my drawer lost
Wednesday night, nnd you pnid it nwny
on the same night. Now, how camu
you by it?"

" If I paid it to Sir Willey'
" Hut you did pay it to him. He can

swear to that."
" Then, sir, I know where I got it.

Iliad sevcralof Ihcm. Somomy mother
hnd tnken for butter nnd cheese, and
some I have laid away."

" i e, some you havo laid nway I

That dollar, sir, you took from my draw
er last Wednesday evening. You
stole it 1"

Mr Itandall," said Wilton, inn tone
of calm indignity, " 1 hardly know how
to meet your charge. To deny it would
lie only to contradict you ; but I do de-

ny it, nnd 1 call on God to witness Ihat
I never to my knowledge wronged a
man lo the amount of a cent. 1 shall
sec Sir Willey, sir."

" Do so. 1 will go irilli you nt
once.

Accordingly Mr Itnndnll nnd his
clerk set off. They found Mr Willey,
and Ihat gentleman, though ho felt much
friendship for the young man, could not
but declare that the crossed dollar had
been received from him. Wilton could
not deny it. He hnd not noticed any
particular marks upon the money ho
had mid, nnd he could only reiterate
the assertion that he hnd not taken it
from his emp!ny--r'- s drawer. He felt
grieved 'to sec that a shade of suspicion'
rested upon the face of Mr illey, and
then saw how strong was the evidence
against him. He turned away to hide
tho tear that started from his eye, nnd
his heart swelled with a painful emotion

u Is 'Squire Uallnrd nt homo ?" iiskcd
Mr Itandall, after the facts in the case
hnd been sufficiently discussed.

"No. He's gono down to Portland,
nnd will be at home returned
Mr Willey.

" Good heavens I Mr Itandall, you
do not menn to make n legal iiivcstign,'
tion of this case ?" cried Wilton, turn
ing pale nnd trembling like nn aspen.

" Mot assuredly I do," calmly re-

turned the trader ; " if you arc innocent,
you have nothing to fear.

" And suppose I cannot prove that
innocence r

"That's just what I'm afraid of," half
ironically returned Itandall.

"Oh, Godl" ejaculated the youth,
clasping his hands together in tortured
agony, " What hare 1 done that I should
come (o this !

Mr Willey began to show evident
signs of repentance, that he had been
instrumental in bringing this about, nnd
as Itandall noticed il, he made haste to
cut tho meeting short.

" You need not go back lo the store
with me," said he lo the clerk, " but I

shall sec you this evening."
Wilton Cunningham turned his steps

homeward, but his steps were slow and
sad. He knew the of Mr
Itandall that he was
grasping, avaricious, and capable of do-

ing anything that might answer his own
ends ; but he knew not then all the ends
tho trader had in view ends which
will be easily understood by a slight
conversation at the store.

Lyman," said Mr Itandall, after he
had returned from Mr Willey't, " Ire
got young Cunningham hard nnd fast.

Itie evidence it clear, and II ISullard
gets home before daik, III have' him

examined and bound over lor trial this
very night."

" Hut jou don't really mean lo try
Wilton for thcfl, do jou?" asked Ly
man.

"Of courtc I do. Do you suppose a
man shall rob me with Impunity T"

-- Hut jou might turn him olf, fattier,
and keep back hit last quarter t talary,

" You don't know all, Lyman. The
young fellow might hare Ucn likely,
had'nl this thing turned up, lo have
proved a dangerous rival lo ns."

"How to, father?"
" Hy tMtJg up aa OjopotUooo ttere."

Hut he hasn't U capital T
" He ctos raio il, ihtfMgh. That old

Jones that was on tore I tot roar-rJh- j; lias
rad to len--l liita two lloiwna-- I ilol-U-
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hnd patsc-l-
. She wnt horror struck,

but not a single instant did she rnler-tnl- n

a question with which she had re--

reived from l'ortlnnd, and ihat she had
had il In her otctioti for several
weeks lieforc it wni thus paid out.

Tlie conversation between the moth
er nnd ton wot long and earnest, but

thrr could find no clue to the solving of
the dllllcully. All looked dark and
gloomy.

After dinner, v ilton put on his hat
nnd took a few turns In the gnrden. He
iecracd to be struggling with strong

and more than once he laid his
hand upon (he latch of the gate, nnd
then turned nnd went back again. At
length he placed his hand upon his brow,
and muttered a few incoherent senten-

ces to himself. When ho looked up
again, he was pale and tnd, but npcnr-r- d

no longer undecided. Ho opened the
gate nnd out into the street, and turn-

ing to the left, he walked nway from tho
village.

At the dislnnce of half n mile, he
rnmo to a small white farm house, where
lived Mr Drnkc, one of tho thriftiest
farmers in the town; and ns he turned
up the d wnlk Ihnt led lo
the door, he was met hy a hnppj', laugh

ing, beautiful girl, whoenmo running
out lo meet him.

" Why, what it tho matter, dear Wil
ton ?" she exclaimed, as she noticed the
pallor thai otcrsprcad fits features.

" Come into tho house and I will tell
you," ho exclaimed.

Alico Drnkc took the young man by
tho hand nnd wnlkcd him up through
the gnrden. When they rcocr jtlhe
sitting room Willon Cunningho: itoscd
the door, nnd told her all that ha. ins-
pired. His voice was firm, for mi had
schooled himself lo tho task.

" And now," ho continued, ns ho fin

ished his story, " I have thought, Alice,
that it would be heller for me to tell you
this than lo have it come lo you from
other lips. I know not Low it will turn
out, but I fear that I shall be unable to
disprove Mr Itandall 's charge. In all
probability I shall this evening he called
before 'Squire Ilullard for examination,
and the event cannot but cast a foul stain
upon my reputation. It is n painful
thing to ho situate thus, for others must
suffer besides myself) but you, dear
Alice, I would freo from the

Wilton hesitated nud wiped a (car
form his cyu, but he soon gained his

though his voice falter-
ed as ho continued: i

" You know our relations, dear Alice,
but if this slain falls upon me, I must
rclcaso you from your vows. One so
pure as you should not be united with
a man upon whose name even a suspi
cion of crime can fasten itself. Jt is
like taking my hfo itself thus to "

" Hold Wilton," uttered tho fair girl,
who had managed thus far to keep back
her tears ;" Arc you guilty of this thing ?

" It is cruel to ask me that, Alice.'
"I ask it,. nevertheless."
" As there is n God who hears mo

now, the thought, even of such a crime
never entered my mind. The person
docs not live that con cay with truth
that I ever wronged him or her.

" I believe jou" returned Alice, lay-

ing her hand upon Wilton's shoulder
ami gazing affectionately into his face,
"I know you, nnd knowing you as I do,
I shall never foreako you. When I
promised to he yours for life, I did It
upon mature deliberation, nor did I
mean that the first lime the cold breath
of slander or suspicion fell upon you
that I should throw you off.

"Noble, generous girl I murtnered
Willon, ns ho wound his arm about her,
" tliit takes nway hnlf the sting ; but you
must remember well what you do.

" I know what I would do, Willon.
Ah 1 if I could forsake you In your
trouble, how unworthy should I be of
the sacred office of wife I Hut toll me,
havo you no suspicious You say that
fur some lime various small sums of
money have been taken from Mr Itan
dall's drawer."

" Yes, dearest I For over.n year there
have frequently Ucn discrepancies be.
twecn our cash record and iho amount
in the drawer, but, in many cates, It
hat been the result of Mr Kendall's
own carelessness in laking money du
ring the day for small purchases, with.
outgiving a minute of it) but, In some
Intttncet, I know thai money lias been
ttolen.

" And hare you no tuiplcSont of who
took it? aikcd Alice, with much car
netlneti.

"I do not know who took it, and It
woutd tie ungenerous to tell of mere
tuiptciont."

" Well, I hare my suspicions," said
Alice "I was in I lie tlore after you
went away lo tupticr last Wednesday
evening, and I w ailed some time for you
to come back ; but I got tired, and to
I came away without teeing you."

" Well," uttered the young man, In
lmott breathteu anxiety, " did you tee

anitl.Ug out of the waj r
"Not that I know of j hut, while I

wit there, I saw Mr Ittndall go away
from Iht detk bre jou write and he
pat torn lotary ter of oilier into the

and whtn he wi-r.-t out
of tlx otare. I went two, far I M ut
Itlut lot rwtnain after he load gsme."

" That wot tlie noftney Ut inwkd.
Mod tl wot nflw tot toad gttn kisae.uVal
toast HtoMy wat taktm Mtt f the tfr(
itw twit itoariiiag, he oat il was gnus i
an I il wat Wr Ihat, tuu, Ihat 1 piJ
Mr Woloff "

1 tuuie lioi Ajuti Drak' tot in

pi' II r fi j rte Jtwrr

placed Vpon her brow, and weighty IJras
occracd revolving in her mind. At
length she raUed her head, ami, In a
bo-fu- l tone, the said t

" Xoa linvamany fnendt, illna,and
some who may help you In this emer-

gency.''

'I will myself seek them. Ah I there
goes 'Squire Ilullard now. You had
better return to your own cottage, and
trust tact woman's wit may be a
match tor them all."

" Hut I can not content to this, Alice i
that yen should M

" me have mr own wny this
lime," Interrupted Alice, "nnd I no.tire
you that), you shall not find me. so stub-lxr- n.

The merest accident in (he world
may turn-th- whole current of affairs."

"Well be it at you like," returned
Willon, as he arose from his seat," it
will be a lucky accident that settles this
In my favor, although God knows it
would bo a most just one.

Shortly nftcrwnrds young Cunning
ham kissed Alice, nnd then turned his
steps toward his home. Ho had been
In the house hut n short time before ho
ran Alico ride past nlonc in her father's
wngon. Ho had not J'ct dared lo tell
his mother that he expected to be taken
to n lawyer's office, and rnther than she
should kaow of it till the result had ap-

peared, ho resolved to seek Mr. Itan-

dall ere ha should be sent for, nnd with
this view he told his mother merely that
ho wnt going lo the store, nnd then left
tho house. Hcforo he reached Iho store,
however, he met the deputy-sherif- f, who
alrtivfly held an order for his arret t, Mr
Itandall having entered n complaint.

It was not until after dark that Wil-

ton Cunningham vvns conveyed ta tho
office of Mr Ilullard, nnd when ho ar
rived he found not only his accuser
ancWils witnesses there, but several of
the towns-pcopl- o besides.

Tbosc who know nnything about the
preliminary examination of u complaint
iu one of our country lawyer's offices,
understand pretty well tha latitudo Mint

is generally given to not only witnesses,
hut also lo iilaintnT and defendant.

Mr Ilullard opened by reading Mr
Itandall's charge, lo which Wilton, of
course, responded " nofgullly. Itnn
dnll then mndo his statement in full..
His son Lyman wns called upon to tes
tify to the fact, that money had frequent
ly bean stolon from bis drawer. Just
nsyoelg Randall wns delivering his
tostltnbnv with a brazen-face-. c .ti ulafilierf old 'Tanner Jones entered
the office, followed by Alice Drake nnd
Mark Loud, tlio latter of whom was n
ostler in Mr Willey's stable.

Itnndnll felt uneasy when he snw
Jones enter, for ho did not like the man
at all ; but Lyman betrayed tho most
trepidation ; the cause of which will be
sltortly seen.

Mr Willey wns then called UKn for
his evidence, which he gave with pre
cision nnd confidence.

"This thing looks rather dark," said
Mr Ilullard, bending a sort of compas
sionatc look upon Wilton.

" Squire," said farmer Jones, in his
usual blunt wny, rising slowly to his
feet, " I don't know much about your
law regulations, hut I s pose you would
have no objections to my asking a few
questions just about as I've a mind lo?"

" Certainly not," returned Iho lawyer
with an air of deference, for farmer
Jones was one of tho most honest, up.
right, and Influential men in town.

" Well then, Squire, 'bout an hour
ago Miss Alice Drake como drivin' up
to my house, an asked me if I didn t

remember of bcin' in Itandall's store
last Wednesday night ; nnd of course I
did remember it, though I don't 'tjioto
I should ever have thought of it again
In the world if she hadn 1 have men
tioned il. Well, I come right down with
her, and between us both we have got
up considerable of a slory. Now, I
should like to ask Mr Itandall where his

ton was Sunday 'fore last?"
" He wat at 1' Hill, to attend

meeting all day," returned Itandall, hut
when he saw how his ton trembled, he
evinced soma strong misgivings on that
poitiL

" Itayther guess your'o mistaken on
that point," said Jones. " I saw him
and old Sampson's boy, with one of M r
Willey's wagons, jostin' off airly iu the
mornin'in another direction; nnd If I
aint mistaken they spent a good part of
the day on rhomtMon t, a fishin .

Mr Itandall turned, sharply upon hit
son, and asked if it wnt true. Lyman
at first denied the gentle Intinuatiootbut
at length wat obliged to own II.

" Welt, that 't so much gained," con
tiuued Jones, ami then with Uwjer-lik- e

tact, he turned to Mr Willey. ".Mr V il-

ley," said he, " how do you know that
Wilton Cunalnglum give you tlial cros-

sed dollar that ItamLsll loot out of hit
drawer?"

" Hecaute no one else mU me any
tuch money on that day," answered Mr
Willey,

"Where did you put that money when

you got it?"
" In ray drawer."
" Ami doesn't 4JinehoiIy tloe evr go

I ihat drawer Y

" No woe but Mark Iowu-L- "

" W-tl- ," euiiiiHtwd Josiot, " U.t Wod- -

J tonolsy uV-- I lft my IWte iu your
l4, and flr the Horn won shut up I

t outtt after him, and jutt at I wat un-- !

htwbiog bius, Mr Lyaian ItaixUtl tlrp
ia aod p)i Mark Loud fur ih hone h

'
Lovl the Kundsy btforr, I bough he did

Ml lootiec nc when l did. Wb. n I

inj duttiil-- trei I raw A'"t DfAi

and 1 offered to carry tier home, ibih
I had to go tome distanc wit of tay
way. At we were nuingaiong, we got
to speaking alwul Itnndnll and 1 told

her all about Lyman s ridin off on htm.
days, and tlusl't the wny the happened

to hit on mo in Ihit rase.
Hut what hat all ihit In do with

my complaint V twkrd Itandall, In con-

siderable patslon.
" Only just this," returned Jones, wstb

n peculiar leer. " Il was your ton Ihat
paid that crossed1 JMir."

lit a hi el, said Mark Loud, hop
ping up from his scat. " Lyman ltun-na- il

paiddl lo me for the horse, and 1

put it Into the drawer wltk tome, of the
others, and If you ll look on Ilia book,
you H find that I gave him credit for

it" .
" I remember now that I noticed tho

credit," laid Mr Willey r" but Ihcre. wns
only Iho snmc number of silver dollars
that I put in there myself, for I count-

ed tlicm."
" Hccnusc I gave one of thcra lo Snm

Kendall In change for n two dollar bill,"
explained Mark, "nnd Ihnt wns before
I took the dollar of Lymnn."

"And how do jou know it was (he
crossed dollar you took of my son ?"

nsked Mr Itandall.
" Hecauta I look particular notice of

it, returned Loud, "sou sco when
the l'ortlnnd stngo got In, nnd after Iho
horses were put up, the driver wnnlcd
lo oild nnd even' with me lo see who
should carry Iho mail up to tho post-ofli-

; so I look out this dollar for I
hndu't n chance lo carry il Into tho of
fice, nnd I ngrccd lo let him guess on
Iho dnteof Ihnt, nnd when I came to
look nt the figures, I found a little cross
that looked ns though it hnd been cut in
with a knife, nnd one end of It came
right down lo the date. If that's the
dollar that Itandall's got, you'll find il
just as I've said.

This produced quito a marked sen-

sation ; nnd when Mr Itandall wnt nsk
ed lo show the dollar, he freely nrknowl
edged, though with accumulated wrnlh,
there wns no need of it.

"Then, of course, you withdraw your
complninl, said Ilullard.

" Yes," returned Itandall, and then
turning savagely upon his son, lie hissed
out from between his clenched teeth,
" Lyman, you senmp, you shall suffer
for this. Come, sir, and 1 11 teMch

Hut (ho boy ilid not choor.o to hear
any more, for quickly turning at hay,
he retorted

" Now look hero, father, you'd belter
keep dark, for I think I enn Icll some
things, ns well ns you."

Klias Itandall wns humbled in n mo.
men!, nnd like n whipped cur, he turn
ed to leave, the oflico ; hut before he did
so, lie henrd farmer Jones remark:

" Like father like sou. The boy's
lenrncd his lesson well 1"

There were tears In Wilton Cunning.
ham's eyes when ho look Alico by tho
hand, but he could not speak nor could
she, for her excitement hnd been too
great : but of ona thing I am sure, in
less than two short months, they had
spoken to tome purpose, for they had
become one life, nnd on the next Mon
day nfterwards, Wilton opened a largo
slorc with n freely-loane- d capital of
eight thousand dollars.

Just seven years have passed away
sinco then. Mr Itandall lost nil his
customers in less thnn n j'car after the

opning of the new slorc t for through
Cunningham's honest trading, the peo
ple found how shamefully they had been
cheated, nnd the hitter has not only
elenred enough to refund his liorrowed
capital, but lie has gained a largo circle
of true hearted friends, such as true hon
est worth never fails lo win. Lyman
Itandall was just in time to lake Ihe first
Oregon fever j while htt father went to
Cnnndn, and entered into hortc-lrmlin-

hut no one ever bought a horse of him
Ihe second lime, and he has surely lived
lo appreciate, tho old adage : "He who
swims in small sins, will sink in greater
sorrows. Ulcaoous I'irlorial,

Loaklnz Tronbltd.

There it a good deal of truth, tome,
what roughly expressed, In the follow.
Ing paragraph. I'copte who give them.
selves a habit of looking troubled, In the
hotio of exciting sympathy, will do
well to lay it to heart :

Ifoforf poWi 04 roro wo fool
I luul4 o mi Wow,

llww MOOjr boon. Wtll4 HooOO bokl
TMI olflvo to rm.fc M. jMw "

Don't you believe it I They'd turn
from you, at If you had the plague you
couldn't tea the tails of Ihcir coatt at
they dUapiearrd round Ihe nearest cor.

ner. " rile your brow" will) my
thing else but your troubles," if you
don't want to le left io, You'se no
idea how " god oplo" will pilly you
w hen you tell your doleful dllly I They'll
" pray for you ami giro you odrice by
tlie bushel, "Cn I for you," erery w here
but In Ihelr iwket-hook- l and wind

up by telling you "to trust In I'rotl-dence- ,"

to all of which, you feel rrry
much like reptjiug at the old hvly did,
(wlto found herself spinning down hill,
" will le nlll lor,")" IruitrJ in I'reti-dtn- tt

till Iht liulliKg brUt f Now Itt
vie Itdl you just go lo work ami hew

but a path foi ywirndfj get jour head

sUiin wAler.aml ll-- n tiwjt yvur J!-jt- ri

in A j.kuiuuiind urn Never
aok a foivor lilt jou are drawing your
laot bra ih and nrter forgiol one if jou

i find generous sou I on lorra firti- -t

" Wrote jour own troubles on )ur
brow "' That man was ruber a ksiare

or wh it wuir, a . I la uiy rail
biirw If hot it bijfh time the

tlly ailount tf rsnii ory JklsWiroissf

1

Coh'csjjocijcc.
baton frout tttf Hrrmllttr . 1.

In my roinmantratlon published In

November lost, 1 was audacious enough
to write unoler Iba caption of Letters
from the HemsHoVje, No. 1 1 thereby
Indicating thai hh jour content these
rommtinlcatloM aadgtit be continued, at
time and circumstances tlwuld eruiil,
and at the current of thing In general
prompted. It Is doubttc the fact that
at that lime I baa tome definite course
of procedure mirkol out fur my future
guidance, nnd II ia.bart ly osible thai
I then had some vigua notion of what
I wished lo ray. Hut alat I I can hard-

ly sny this now tar though tha world
is ever ringing for the want of rhange,
clmngrs moot annoying data since then
como over the hermit and the hermit-ng- e

and the quiet rclreal, where the
sound of the tleam-whiotl- e never comet I

where the postman's horn was never
heard j where neither Iho lumbering
conch, tho rapid passage of carriages,
nor tho discordant noise of midnight
revelry made by rnyslcriug rowdies,
ever comes lo disturb Iho quiet even
this retreat has been Invaded, nnd Its
usual stillness broken in upon, shire that
lime of which 1 speak. Lest Ihe lender
may fear that tome of tho above speci-

fied nnnoyanriet hnre at length reached
the quirt nook wherein I dwell, or that
n marble quarry pr ii title ledge, n good
lino for a railroad, or n gold mine, has
been discovered In its vicinity, I will
relieve his nnxlely by saying that noth-

ing quite to bnd, thank God I luu oc-c-

red. Hut tho quietness of the Her-mita-

hut been disturbed nevertheless t

nnd tho wonted rcgulnrity nnd order of
Itt Interior nrrnngemcnts has been bro-

ken in tion, nnd for n time almost en-

tirely destroyed.
For several weeks, the tramp of a

single horso and the rattle of a singlo
carrlngo has been dally henrd, as a
somcwhnt dilapidated establishment
crossed Iho bridge down in tho vnlley,
from which tha winding lauo Is enter-
ed that lends lo our quiet abode. Itrg-nlarl- y

has this carriage come thunder-
ing up the Inna to the Hermitage, and
daily, for nn hoar or so, hns the doctvr'i
horso Hood tied to the kjI which stands

by the gale that protects the little yard
enclosing the house. I have no doubt
Ihat great excitement pervnded

in days of old, when a vessel
r'uited it from " fader-land- ."

I jtxove hnt In yci Uter.tiae
Iho arrival of a single tloop at any of
the landing places on (he Hudson, in-

variably brought down tho town : wo

have I'll heard of the surprise and con
sternation manifested by Ihe nations of
the fur wost, on the nppuarance ofstenm-boni- s

on Ihcir before quiet waters ; and
who does not remember the actual
itcurming of your quiet village, on the
arrival of some guy equipage ihe hur-

rying to nnd fro on Iho entrance of the
mail conch to sny nothing of the re-

cently general rush to sea tho Iron

horse. I need only to allude to soma
of these reminiscences to impress upon
the reader an Imperfect Idea of tho ex-

citement Ihat iervaded our little com-

munity nt this unexpected establishment
of daily communication with Iho busy
world without though for n heller un-

derstanding nt lo tho extent of Iho
I irliapt ought to say ihat

our neighborhood consists ofabout twen-

ty persons embraced In three families

two of which are hound together by
the closest lies of consanguinity, and Ihe

third bound (o us all by iho little lets
binding cords of esteem tind affection I

And yet I do not mean lo be understood

ns laying that (hit excitement wat par-

ticularly Increased from the fact Ihit
tho horse nnd cnrriigo Siokcii of was

the oVfor's, or In Ihe attendant fuel that
a man lay sick it Ihe Hermitage. On

the contrary quite lolhe reverto l tho',
nt timet, a certain Interested individual,
and I almost feel willing to admit that
for a time he was aided in sustaining
hirnoelf In hit altllclton, In Ihe thought

that it is an HI wind that blows " no
where," nnd that even hit sufferings was

a meant of bringing tonia pleasurable
excitement into the glen.

Indeed, there was not much actual
sickness there. There was, lo be sure,
throughout the houte in unusual odor

of chenilcalt and liniments, embroea-lio- nt

and all tortt of root and herlit.--Th- ere

were learned dlqul1iiMit on Ihe

particular adaptation of jurticular med.
Icinet lo particular dioeaset, the rela-liv- e

mcrili of roots and herbt and 't-ecar- y

medicine!, and other medical

queitiont were ably discussed) (here

wat considerable grunting and a deal of
groaning on the. part of llie patient, and

for a few dyt It was currently report-

ed, Ihat something lika profanity had

betn henrd In two or Ihrre lnlo-c-e, lo

come from lb tick unn't couch. I

here, loowcrer, reiterate my denial of
this. I long since etehewcl. llm vlee

at immoral, w Irked and ruljir) but I

will here add, that when Ihe " Itheu-mailt- "

doc really get hold of an ollloh

kind of a fellow, it Is jiwilirely awful!
j and how fir he may then be an oeoount-- I

able being, I im not quite prepared to

i y.
'llitJS iriutli ha I "plana-- I

lory of toy huj 11csk i and iierlmpt I

soay le allowed lo urge this efrcuiu-- i

otanec farther as a eaute foor lU embar-raoameo- ot

I now fed iu taking lUt, my

firol look. ntfo Uiy iHliets, fiom tU
' loopUU" of my eti'-al- , lo fM with

k'uoooi new ttr, tqo ii ihe ferr eras
ir ; luruwtl yf the t'er fcslUts mod Us

ty world anHind ut. Hilt emlmrau-men- l
nrl.es chiefly from llm difficulty 1

feel In clipmlng a sutject on which lo

ay a few words, In closing lids, my let.
ter of rednlnJurtlon to Ihe readers of
Ihe III Mai n, and which may prove of
tnflielrnt prroent Interest lo render this

tomewhit dUcuriW article In any way
readable.

To my repented Inquiries of the doc-

tor as lo Ihe news, I hira Inrariibty
been answered," very little, very Utile I

tome considerable complaint of cold,
with a tllghl tendency to febrile excite-wen- t,

a few rates f croup In children,

and a numlier of bud raei of fever of a

typhoid diameter iu it rryioji't r

(lit rany of my practice i" and In refer-

ence to politic, he noturet ma (here it
an entire suspension of ill vital enrry,
and that Ihe whole, body politic lies In a
pnrnljlte Mate. Hut Ihe doctor Is a
devotee of hit profrtilnn. Threffrcl of
a ihe of medicine has a fir grenler

lo lilin I linn would a discussion
relative, lo Ihe woiklngt of any moral

principle I iml although ha occntlonilly
talked ufoiiif politic, It wnt only lo ren-

der more appireiit the fact, Ihit while
ha did understand Iho " constitu-

tion of ninn," at laid down In the medi-

cal book, lie knew but little of Ihe
of the United Stiles, or of Ver-

mont. Tlie doctor had In some wny
got hold of the lending current argu-

ments, tiro ami mil, In reference lo Iho
new liquor law, nnd however antagon-
istic some of his principle! and argu-

ment might npienr lo others, he found
but little dillh-ull- y In Icainc'llnj them,
iiiioi( lo hit own tntltfnclion though 1

could not hut notlco that It required far
mora lntmr on htt pirt to do to, thin it
did lo compound nny prescription I errr
saw hi in prepare or deal out. Hut Ihe
doctor wns for Iho law I lie knew that
and if his conglomerate mass of argu-

ments did'nt sustain him, ihe fault could
not be In the iW, the prtterijttxon wat
right, and if it didn't work well, tho
fault must ha with tho patient. Hit
mnny nigumcnts held with "Uncle
F.phrnim" during his vltlts lo Ihe p,

were especially edifying, and
would have hecn highly amusing, but
fur those awful twinges.

As Uncle F.phrnim may figure some-

what largely In Ihcso papers hereafter,
Il may bw proper for us lo say something
here in relation lo him. Hut let It suf-

fice for Ihe present to say llml at the
Hermitage Undo Kph, Is "un of us,"
nndjhat he is at true a friend and at

d ami honest-hearte- d man
is can ho found anywhere. Halt ona
who read for himself. Not that he has
read nil tlio books) hut whal he hat
read he has " made a nolo on )" and

nt hit it with a considerable de-

gree of penetration, nnd n sort of Intnl.
live knowledge of " folks," It It a shrewd
limn Ihat very easily deceives Undo
Kph. It may have been remarked by
most of my renders, that the most deci-

dedly men are those who
In nil cases form thrlr own opinions, and
thai other class who Invariably beat the
bush for that of others, before they form
any nt nil. Of this first claw, we mutt
say Uncle Kph. It n marked example.
Although my junior, ha claims to be my
senior by virtue of tha relationship

nd, m'nr your unrltj always settles
Ihe controversy on this subject.

It wns In one of the argumentations
heretofore alluded to that tha doctor, in
ona of his vagaries, got hold of tha ar-

guments by which thefriendt of Ihe law
sought lo mislead thosa who withheld
Ihelr favor on nmttitutionnl grounds I

and with these argument! ha attempted
ta confute Uncle Kphralrotn ilia potlllon
he look that he could not tupport Ihe
law for Iho reason Ihat many of its too-tio-

were decidedly objectionable lo
htm, Hut nothing Uncle Kph. could
say In any way staggered Ihe doctor I

"Tlie law wat tltiigntJ lo be right, and
in the main It wnt) and notwithstand-
ing ont-ha- itt provltioiii were wrong,
tha law should go Into effect)" and it
wat not until Uncle Kph quietly asked
"how ihnt principle would work Iu his
pra.llce giving three deleterious drugs
lo one beneirieial one" that Ihe doctor
took tho drift of Ihe old gentleman's di-

rection.

Well, llm vole upon Ihe law has been
bad, and I tuppote tha sanction of tha
freemen of Vermont hat been gin lo
It by what majority, we, at the Her-

mitage, are not jel Informed, It It lo
be lwd, however, thai If ihe "yea"
liave rarrM II, lint II It by such a ma-

jority is will ensure lha carrying out of
the prottotont of Ihe bill lo lis rrry tel-

ler, 11 lha wholo) law lot falily (otte.l,
both at a constitutional ami a beiilflccnt
measure. For one, I am not of ibota
who woutd raise on unnreetsary alalia
nor am I easily hd by those who would
make thlo ihe chief aim of Ihelr tiTort.
I neither brllete the of Ihit taw

or ioMni riniJoytJ to utnrt it) rndurn.
niiy tki fMVfJ', will enllitly tubrrrt
ihe Independent frielom we all elalm

umlrr the cronslitulion, or wake the re--I
generation eipect"! of II by It friends.
I am opposed lo rani and with . no

' tin It more abhorrent ihsnlhal of hypoe--I
rioy ) and I am here constrained lo

prroi uiy honest belief, that tocrr
I grat tiusy l regarded ihe Irluuijh in
, lie prtKot luttaiorc, lo the letuperatiea
' jMtrtyf (not lo tho cause,) the Iriuiopli

ha Uen earned at loo great a cl I

Tt.ffe are, tlranje at tloe tei.llmei.t
may appear to u of the preoenl day,
Mrr vice ikon il of lalemjranee,
and irtwi olher than ihooe temper,

itve, It mil not hydroied lUi, In lha


